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We Build Partnerships With Our PDS Schools
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Girls:
• more indirect, subtle, harder to detect
• bully often in groups, engaging in acts of exclusion

• tends to be toward girls of the same age, often related to 
dress or appearance

• cyberbully at a slightly higher rate than males

• recent exception: Lauren Bush, 17 and another 15-year-
old girl tormented a 16-year-old autistic boy in Maryland 

with a knife until he fell into a frozen pond on 3/12/2014
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Bullies due to imitation /peer pressure or 
omission (lack of intervention)
• Often respond to R. Wiseman’s techniques 

of bystander intervention
• Zimbardo-”The Lucifer Effect”
Cyberbullies
• Role of deindividuation
• Falsely believe records are untraceable



What Does the Research Say About…
Teaching the target to become less of a victim?
Peer mediated conflict resolution for disputes?
Character education (attempts to increase empathy)?
Discussing repercussions for bullying – legal, as well 
as punitive measures?
Zero-tolerance policies and the use of suspensions to 
address bullying?
Assemblies or one-day awareness programs?
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What are some of the limitations 
of DASA?
How have each of the following 
cases influenced DASA training?
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Valentine Road is used to discuss how to 
create a classroom climate of respect, 
LGBTQ bullying, etc.
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Mikey Gonzalez’ case from Dunkirk, NY is used to 
explore targeting  developmentally disabled 
individuals for bullying and the effectiveness of 
community responses.
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